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When lifelong resident Carol Kana, who relies on a scooter to get around, arfivadraHall yesterday for
the announcement of a new committee to advocate for people with disabilities, she hadyetiirg through
the electronic handicapped accessible doors, which were not working.

"This has always been an issue," she said.

And one, she hopes, the newly appointed First Selectman’s Advisory Committeedier Wieh Disabilities,
which is charged with advising town officials on the rights and needs of people whilitiksa will be able
to address, she said.

First Selectman Peter Tesei introduced the nine members who are to regpadasestgroups of people with
disabilities in the community, from mental health and special needs advacatéwiduals with physical dis-
abilities.

"l wanted to be on this committee because | hope to bridge the gap between the worlalliny avith the
world of ability," said Jacky Schofield, who is visually impaired and works asabitlty inclusion associate.

"There are so many people who have sympathy for people with a disability but haea méhat to do be-
yond that. I'm hoping this committee can work on giving people with a disability aindicis town," she
said.

The idea for the organization began when Kana, who has limited mobility after a dopbiiat first ap-
proached Tesei with some of her concerns about handicapped parking and the lack o$ coiowat She
was frustrated by what she saw as a lack of compliance by the town to thiealkmath Disabilities Act, 18
years after it was first enacted in 1990.

The town listened to her concerns, creating handicapped parking spaces andagppeaddiathroom at Town
Hall, but there was still much more to be done, she said.

Tesei suggested putting together a group so the town can better address the isgdes, he sa
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Kana and the others began work on a mission statement and are now prepared to takkertaldsafrom the
community for any concerns regarding people with disabilities.

For example, at Greenwich High School, the handicapped accessible door does notdraueggush but-
ton, Kana said.

"That is something that needs to be taken care of," she said.

Alan Gunzburg, who is legally blind and is president of the Lions Club of Greenwich, gtpested develop-
ing a list to give to fire and police departments that show where individuals vattildiiss live in case of
emergencies.

If he had to be evacuated, he would like emergency personnel to know that he has a seigdret will
also need to be assisted out of the home, he said.
"That is an excellent example of how this group can work with the town," said Tese

Tesei said he also envisions the group advising on future capital projects toteegume handicapped acces-
sible and meet the needs of people with disabilities, he said.

The group is considering holding a town forum to hear from the community about what theiares edsd
Schofield.

"l anticipate that as this group goes forward more people will find theitevidnem for support,” Tesei said."”

Other members of the group include: Ron Arvoy, a mental health advocate who is digbisiin recovery;
Mike Beloff, a financial planner whose son has special needs; Lise Jame&eoutive director of the non-
profit At Home in Greenwich, which offers seniors a flexible plan to age in theirdyd?aal Morell, who par-
ticipated in the Special Olympics in ice skating, swimming and golf; Torhkbp, who has a disability and is
assisted by Abilis, which provides support for people with disabilities; andRaodis, the executive director of
Abilis.

The committee can be reached at 861-3191 or at disability@greenwichct.org.
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Pre and Post Convention Tour Bids Now Being Accepted

Lion Stephen Polezonis, Council chair

The MD 23 Council of Governors is now accepting bids from certifigetragents for pre and post conven-
tion tours for the 2009 and 2010 Lions International Conventions.

The 2009 Lions International Convention will be held in Minneapolis , MN @ul9, 2009. The 2010 Lions
International Convention will be held in Sydney, Australia June 28-July 2, 2010.

No tours can be offered during the convention. Tours must be held Hefastatt or after the end of the con-
vention. The bid should include all tour related transportation, lodging, transfers, etc.

Bids will be accepted through February 28, 2009. Please forward bids to:
Council Chair Stephen Polezonis

12 Botelle Manor
Cromwell, CT 06416

Save the Dates
Lions Low Vision Center Meetings

2008-2009
Wednesday November 12, 2008 7:30 PM
Wednesday January 14, 2009 7:30 PM
Wednesday March 11, 2009 7:30 PM
Wednesday May 13, 2009 7:30 PM

All meetings will be held at Connie’s Restaurant, Elizabeth StreetyD€m



A letter from International President, Al Brandel

Dear Lions,

In September, | announced that Lions Clubs International had joined fotbeSewiceNation — a coalition
of hundreds of organizations from all sectors of America — unitddtive common goal of meeting the needs
of communities through service. Never before have we had an oppotikmitlyis to share the Lions mission
with such a large group of kindred partners and demonstrate our commitment ta service

As part of ServiceNation, we are being asked to sign off Dadcaration of Service to state that we believe in
the power of service and that we are ready to do our part. | urge Lions to unite andttekkthsaeffort.

Click on http://www.bethechangeaction.org/pledge/stgnread the brief Declaration of Service and to add
your name to this very important document.

In addition, as a leading service organization, we've been askedptorganize service projects for Martin
Luther King, Jr. (MLK) Day, January 19, 2009. This is a great opportunity to come togeshared purpose
to tackle the common challenges we face. On this day, | askitimest organize service projects such as eye
screenings or non-perishable food drives. Migip://feedingamerica.org/foodbank-results.aspAocate a
food bank through the Feed America network; or, contact local smemake agencies to find out where the
greatest need is. | know many Lions clubs distribute food directly to nemdieta which is another option.

I will get back to you after the New Year with additionalimhation regarding MLK Day. In the meantime,
please begin planning your service project for Janudfyah@ circulate the Declaration of Service link to fel-
low Lions and friends.

Please contact Caryn Adolph, manager of International AcBvét€aryn.Adolph@lionsclubs.orgith any
questions.

Remember, it's the20 everyday heroes performing miracles ghrsarvice that make this country great.
Thank you for reaching out to help those in need this time of yeart wBsges to you and your family this
holiday season and in the New Year!

Sincerely,

Al Brandel, President
The International Association of Lions Clubs



Sight Saver Day

Lion Rick Zappone

Sight Saver Day will soon be here on Saturday, April 18, 2009. All mspahd material will be available at
the Mid-Winter Conference on Saturday, February 7, 2009. This yeaepieake every effort to participate
in Sight Saver Day. Even if your Club did not in the past, pleasieipate this year. It is a great way for Li-
ons across the state to be visible in their communities a@athe §me; and share what we do as Lions and
how we live the motto “We Serve”. During these difficult tgrieons will be called upon to serve even more
than before. Clubs can do whatever event they choose to particigateSight Saver Day. Clubs are re-
minded that they can keep forty percent. All donation can be s@uHERF or to the District buPlease re-
member to mark your check “Sight Saver Day” so your Club can be morded for Sight Saver Day For
more information or supplies please contact Lida Pelletier at 203-753-7558k&dRigone at 203-756-3824.









« Celebrate Mardj Gra,

she way to Minneapo I
o® ggth Annual MD 23 '8

Friday Night, February 6, 2009

Contact. PDG John Gagain @ 203-879-2432 or enuaibain@sbcglobal.net

Activity Criteria

Mardi Gras Parade May bring floats no larger than a child’s
little red wagon or may parade as a group in
costume

Costume Judging Participants in the parade will be judged ¢n
their creativity with their costume

Float Judging Floats in the parade will be judged on origi-
nality, funniest, most creative

Cajun Cook-off Food should be prepared ahead of time and
brought for judging

Skits Time frame for individual skits should be jno

longer than 5 minutes

Saturday Morning, February 7, 2009
Activity Requirements

Exhibit Tables Number of tables needed and will electrigal
power be needed (extension cords not pro-
vided)

Toot Your Own Horn Number of tables needed and will electrigal
power be needed (extension cords not pro-
vided)

Contact: Lion Linda Maggs @ 203-438-4192 or emaihlinda@earthlink.net

Note: Saturday morning seminars are still being finalized. Informatiorbeifposted on
www.ctlions.organd the web sites for the three districts as soon as it becomes available.

Joseph A. Poirier, IPCC

Mid-Winter Conference Chairperson
203-723-0417
pdgjoe23a@sbcglobal.net




58th ANNUAL MD23 LIONS MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

g

THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL, SOUTHBURY, CONNECTICUT

INTERNATIONAL GUEST:International Director Harold Oftt

LION/LIONESS DISTRICT
CLuUB OFFICE

-':"\ FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2009 THROUGH SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 82009

HOME TELEPHONE BUSINESS TELEPHONE

ADDRESS E-MAIL

CITY STATE ZIP

LION/LIONESS/GUEST DISTRICT
CLuUB OFFICE

CHILDREN # NAME(S)

First Name preference on badge(s) | a B.
(Please Print)

*** Regqistration ($25.00) is includedn all packages and required for any participatipmcluding Friday night ***

Meal and Registration Plans # of Persons Cost
A. Saturday Lunch, Cocktail Party, Banquet, SundayBfest, Registration @ $122.00
B. Saturday Lunch, Cocktail Party, Banquet, Rediistna @ $100.00
C. Saturday Cocktail Party, Banquet, Sunday BreakRegjistration @ $97.00
D. Saturday Cocktail Party, Banquet, Registration @ $75.00
E. Saturday Lunch, Registration @ $50.00
F. Children 10 & Under — includes Sat. Lunch & Dinngunday Breakfast @ $40.00
(registration not required)
G. Registration only (includes Friday night and alinsears—no meals) @ $25.00

Please note any special dietary needs:

A $10.00 late fee should be added to all registvas received after January 16, 2009 $10.00

Provide e-mail address for confirmation of your risgration

Total Amount Due

Hotel Reservations: Lions Convention Room Rate - $89.00 Per Room /RghtN Call the Crowne Plaza for roamserva-
tions: 1-203-598-7600 Fax: 1-203-598-7541Be certain to indicate that you are with the Ganticut Lions Mid-Winter Confer-
ence. Conference room rate prices are good thrdaghary 16, 2009. Be prompt to assure obtaitiegConference rates!
The Crowne Plaza,1284 Strongtown Road, Southbury, CT 06488, Exit 16 off34

2009 MD23 Mid-Winter Chairman 2009 MD23 Mid-Winter Registration Chairman
Lion Joseph A. Poirier, PCC Lion Joan Eaton
8 Patricia Terrace 83 Providence Street
Beacon Falls, CT 06403 Taftville, CT 06380
203-723-417 pdgjoe23a@sbcglobal.ngt 860-204-0194 seaton04@snet.net

Complete this registration form and enclose witthack to cover the cost of your selections. Makecks payable to the
“2009 MD23 Mid-Winter ConferenceMAIL TO: Registration Chairperson Joan Eaton
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DANBURY, CT LIONS CLUB

LIONS CHARITIES, OF
INC. DANBURY, INC.

Annual Charity Raffle

100% OF NET PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY TO:

Danbury Lions Low-Vision Center

Scholarships & Eyeglasses for Danbury Students
CT Radio Information System (CRIS)
Connecticut Lions Eye Research Foundation

TICKET PRICE ONLY $10.00
FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
BERNI KALLAS AT: 203-797-1727 OR ANY DANBURY LION
WE'LL BE AT THE MID-WINTER CONFERENCE
CHECKS TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO:DANBURY, CT LIONS CHARITIES, INC.

Drawing to be held on Thursday, February 12, 2009 at 1:00 PM at the Holiday Inn, 80 NewtmlyiDRobury, CT
WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN. WINNER RESPONSIBLE FOR ANXX LIABILITY INCURRED
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Oxford Lions Club
Presents Our
14" Annual Valentine’s Day Dance

Music by Dick Cyr
One of the HOTTEST Entertainment Groups in the heast
at
The Villa Marian na
(Italian American Club)
73 High St.
Derby, CT

Saturday, February 14, 2009

An Evening of Wining, Dining and Dancing
(Black Tie optional)

Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvres from 7-8:30
Dinner at 8:30
Pasta, Salad, & Cheese Stations
Hot Dishes
Fresh Fruit with Sherbet
Surf & Turf
(Rib Eye Steak & Stuffed Sole)
Baked Potato and Family Style Vegetables
Chef Lou Granatie’s Creative Venetian Table at@1:0
Top Shelf Open Bar & Coffee Bar Included

Raffles With Great Prizes
Price per Person $65.00
Tickets Please Call
Al Ricciuti 203-627-3801 Joe Persico 2@B-®054 Bill Lund 203-881-5572
Or

Contact any Oxford Lions Club Member

Help sponsor this event by placing an ad in our Vaintine Dance program book
$25.00 ¥ Page, $50.00 %2 Page, $75.00 Full Page
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GREAT NEWS
RATES REDUCED

Cruise for a Cure—Sall with the
Connecticut Lions
Eye Research Foundation
Aboard the Royal Caribbean

Explorer of the Seas
5 Night Cruise From New Jersey to Bermuda
Sat. Aug. 29th, to Thurs Sept. 3rd, 2009

Special Group Rate from $7645er person double occupancy plus port fees & taxes)
Rate Includes $100.00 Tax Deductible Donation

Category Per Person Rate double REDUCED RATE
|  Inside Cabin $764.00 canceled
N Inside Cabin New category added $564.00
PR Promenade View $854.00 $654.00
E2 Deluxe Ocean View with Balcony $1204.00 $1004.00
E1 Deluxe Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1014.00
D3 Superior Ocean View with Balcony $1224.00 $1024.00
D2 Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1034.00
D1 Superior Ocean View with Balcony New Category added $1054.00
JS Junior Suite with Balcony $1654.00 $1354.00
GS Grand Suite with Balcony $1954.00 $1654.00
OS Owners Suite with Balcony $2454.00 $2154.00
Per person port fees & taxes $291.13 $231.13

Third and fourth passenger rates available upon request. Other Category iktes ava
able upon request. Subject to Availability and Change.
For Reservations please call:
203-446-9150 Toll Free: 1-888-303-3959
Info@e-ztravel.org Web: www.e-ztravel.org
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Club Happenings at a Glance

District 23A

NEW FAIRFIELD LIONS CLUB OXFORD LIONS CLUB
Dancing Under The Stars A Love Affair
Saturday, February 7, 2009 Saturday, February 14, 2009

7:00 PM 7:00 PM
The Potuguese Cultural Center The Villa Marianna
65 Sand Pit Road (Italian American Club)
Danbury, CT 73 High Street
Derby, CT

$65 per Person
$65 per Person
See Flyer For More Information
See Flyer For More Information

See Club Flyers For

Additional Information _ See Club Flyers And Additional Information For
) Posted On The W_eb At- Club Happenings In Districts 23B & 23C
www.lions23a.orgor www.district23a.org Posted On The Web Atwww.ctlions.org
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District Governor 2008-2009

DG Joan Bennett
11 St. John Street
North Haven, CT 06473

203-234-8531
lionjoanbennett@snet.net

Who's Who At The District Pride 2008-2009

Visit us online at: www.lions23a.orgor www.district23a.org

Publisher Editor Webmaster
Joan Bielizna PDG Jim Bennett Ernie Harrington
joanrealtor@snet.net pdgjim98@snet.net ech105@snet.net
o‘ ox

If you would like an event covered by an article in this publicafidegase submit it as an attachment in
WORD or PUBLISHER to an e-mail addressed polgjim98@snet.net. Please make sure that you include
DP 23A in the subject or reference area of the e-mail. All phs#tosld be in jpg format arslbmitted as
individual attachments. Please name or title the photos. If any text goes Wwélphotos, please put it in
Word format as stated above. Reference the photo name, title, natecbén, the description/caption. Any
guestions, please contact the Editor of the District Pride for 2008-2009, PDG Jim Bennett

NOTE: The Publisher has informed us that the albsdDROP DEADLINE for the January
2009 District Pride is 15 January 2009! She wit accept any articles or photos after that
date. All articles and photos must be submittéldiong the guidelines stated above. Please

remember: Weeally like to keep our Publisher happy!
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